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St. Stephen's German Reformed Church
Knoxville

Private

St. Stephen's German Reformed Church is significant to Knoxville
both for its fine architectural styling and for its role as a
church and public school to the community. The church was built

in 1851 according to its cornerstone on Lot #19 of Rhode's Addition
to Knoxville.

On the 1858 Bond Map of Knoxville, the building is indicated as
"Church German Reformed and Public School 102." It is not known
how long the building served as a school, but the reformed
congregation continued to flourish until well into the twentieth
century purchasing additional land in 1901. But, in 1925 authori-
zation was given to the Reverends Atvill Connor, Calvin S. Slagle
and H. M. Warrenfeltz to sell the building. It has been used as

a residence since that time.

The building stands impressively on a steep hillside overlooking
the town and Potomac River Valley below. Of particular architec-
tural significance is the stone construction with stepped brick
cornice, recessed paneled doorways, and unusual multipaned front
and side windows.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Saint Stephen's German Reformed Church is a banked two story stuccoed random
stone rectangular building which faces south situated almost at the top of
the hill overlooking the town of Knoxville and the Potomac River Valley
leading to Harpers Ferry on the northwest.

The principal facade is three bays wide. Two main entrances are located in
the first and third bays on the second level. A replaced poured concrete
porch with shed roof and boxed columns is supported by an original one story
stone addition which extends forward of the main block of the building on
the first level and supported the original entrance porch. Both entrance
doors haye been replaced but are inset into the original deep recessed side
and overhead paneled doorways with four light transoms.

A most unusual window is located in the center of the facade between the
doorways. It is similar to a Palladian style window but has no round arch
window in the center. The center window is a double hung horizontal 8/8
window, four panes wide, flanked by simple double hung 2/2 windows separated
by fluted pilasters with corner blocks inset with circular molding at the

top of each pilaster. The entire window is supported by a Targe wood lintel.

A large segmented eliptical fanlight is centered in the front gable.

Located on either side of the front porch foundation addition are original
yertical board doors each with one original wrought iron strap hinge.

The main block of the building extends three bays deep on both the first
(basement) and second levels.

A Targe garage-type opening with twin yertical plank doors which must have
been added when the church became a residence is located at the ground
level in the second bay on the south side.

Occupying the remaining bays on both levels of the north, south and two
rear bays of the church are unusual original double hung 12/4 windows with
four 1ight transoms. A1l windows on the second level are supported by wood
lintels.

The entire building is constructed of high coursed random stone which once
was entirely covered by lime stucco painted orange. Much of the stucco

has now fallen off of the building, particularly on the south side, reveal-
ing the stonework.

A cut stone cornerstone is located high in the southeast corner of the
building and indicates "G R Church 1851."

The entire building is covered with a replaced front gable tin roof. An
original interior single brick chimney rises from the west gable end of the
building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
St. Stephen's German Reformed Church is significant to Knoxville both for
its fine architectural styling and for its role as a church and public
school to the community.

The church was built in 1851 according to its cornerstone on Lot #19 of
Rhode's Addition to Knoxville.

The deed for the church Tand which was purchased by William Newton, Daniel
Zacharias, Manassas J. Grove, Henry Kefauver, Ezra Williard and Robert

McDuell from Catherine Rhodes was not recorded until December, 1852,1

On the 1858 Bond Map of Knoxville, the building is indicated as "Church
German Reformed and Public School 102," It is not known how long the
building served as a school, but the reformed congregation continued to
flourish_until well into the twentieth century purchasing additional land
in 1901.4 But, in 1925 authorization was given to the Reverends Atvill
Connor, Calvin S. Slagle and H. M. Warrenfeltz to sell the building. It
has been used as a residence since that time.

The building stands impressively on a steep hillside overlooking the town
and Potomac River Valley below. Of particular architectural significance
is the stone construction with stepped brick cornice, recessed paneled
doorways, and unusual multipaned front and side windows.

lrpederick County Land Records, Liber ES 4; Folio 72.
2Ibid., Liber 350; Folio 222.
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7. DESCRIPTION

F-2-32
St. Stephen's German Reformed Church

The church is reached by scaling large solid stone steps out into a high front
lawn supported on the edge with random stone.

A Targe cemetery extends up the hill northwest of the building.
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St. Stephen’s German Reformed Church
3511 Cemetery Circle, Knoxville

C.O. Titus & Co. Atlas, 1873

( Peterovitle Dist )

Seale 20 Rods to anlnuoh
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. St. Stephen’s German Reformed Church
3511 Cemetery Circle, Knoxville
Harpers Ferry Quadrangle
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